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clothes and the Hindu water-carrier to supply water in their
homes. We have pointed out already that the Chamars, Bhangis,
Doms, etc. regard the Dhobi as untouchable. Now the Dhobis
heartily reciprocate the feelings of these depressed castes and
refuse to serve them. It is only in a few places that the Hindu
Dhobi washes the clothes of the Chamars, Bhangis, etc. either
openly or covertly. At times the Bhangi refuses to serve the
Dhobi unless the latter agrees to wash his clothes. In cities and
big towns these people do not experience any serious difficulty
in getting their clothes washed. There are always some Dhobis
to be found who are hard up and would wash their clothes with-
out much ado. And then there may be some Muhammedan
Dhobis. At times these latter also share the prejudices of the
Hindu Dhobis. It is mainly in small towns and villages that these
people are deprived of the services of the Dhobis. All the de-
pressed castes do not suffer from this disability. It is only a few
castes like the Chamars and the Bhangis that have to manage
without Dhobis. Such castes are, however, very important from
the point of view of numerical strength. The Hindu barbers
refuse to shave the depressed class people and most of the de-
pressed castes have to have their own barbers. Occasionally,
they requisition the services of Muhammedan barbers. Though
the Hindu water-carrier refuses to supply drinking water in their
homes, this does not constitute a serious disability for they cannot
afford to engage a water-carrier.

Housing Problems

As has already been explained elsewhere, the houses of
these people are far removed from those of the high caste Hindus
and are often near the village midden. They do not normally -
have any legal rights in the land on which their dwellings stand
and the threat of ejecting them from their houses is a powerful
weapon in the hands of the Zamindar for exacting begar. De-
molition of .a dwelling is one of the punishments that may
occasionally be inflicted on a depressed class family. At times
the Zamindar would not permit them to use his earth for repairing
their dilapidated huts. In the hills, high caste Hindus often
prevent them from building houses which exceed a certain
size or from raising their houses above one floor. In urban